
First Reading — Genesis 3:8–15   
8They heard the voice of the LORD God, who was walking around in 

the garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 

9The LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked, so I hid myself.” 
11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 

the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me 

fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
13The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14The LORD God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 
you are cursed more than all the livestock, 
and more than every wild animal. 
You shall crawl on your belly, 
and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed. 
He will crush your head, 
and you will crush his heel.

Second Reading — 2 Corinthians 4:13–18   
13Since we have that same spirit of faith, which corresponds to what is 

written: “I believed; therefore, I have spoken,” we also believe, and 
therefore we speak. 14For we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus 
will also raise us with Jesus and bring us (together with you) into his 
presence. 15In fact, all this is for your benefit, so that as grace increases, it 
will overflow to the glory of God, as more and more people give thanks. 

16Therefore we are not discouraged. But even if our outer self is 
wasting away, yet our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17Yes, our 
momentary, light trouble produces for us an eternal weight of glory that is 
far beyond any comparison. 18We are not focusing on what is seen, but on 
what is not seen. For the things that are seen are temporary, but the things 
that are not seen are eternal.
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Gospel Reading — Mark 3:20–35   
20They went into a house. A crowd gathered again so that they were 

not even able to eat a meal. 21When his own people heard this, they went 
out to take control of him, because they were saying, “He is out of his 
mind.” 

22The experts in the law who came down from Jerusalem were saying, 
“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He drives out demons by the ruler 
of demons.” 

23Jesus called them together and spoke to them in parables. “How can 
Satan drive out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand but is finished. 27On the other hand, no one can 
enter a strong man’s house to steal his possessions unless he ties up the 
strong man first. Then he can plunder his house. 28Amen I tell you: 
Everything will be forgiven people, their sins and whatever blasphemies 
they may speak. 29But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” 30Jesus said this 
because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31Then his mother and his brothers arrived. While they were standing 
outside, they sent word to Jesus, calling for him. 32A crowd was sitting 
around him. They began to tell him, “Look, your mother and your brothers 
are outside looking for you.” 

33He replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34He looked at 
those who sat around him in a circle and he said, “Look, my mother and 
my brothers! 35For whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister 
and mother.”

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. 
All rights reserved.  www.wartburgproject.org

Gospel Reading — Mark 3:20–35   
20They went into a house. A crowd gathered again so that they were 

not even able to eat a meal. 21When his own people heard this, they went 
out to take control of him, because they were saying, “He is out of his 
mind.” 

22The experts in the law who came down from Jerusalem were saying, 
“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He drives out demons by the ruler 
of demons.” 

23Jesus called them together and spoke to them in parables. “How can 
Satan drive out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand but is finished. 27On the other hand, no one can 
enter a strong man’s house to steal his possessions unless he ties up the 
strong man first. Then he can plunder his house. 28Amen I tell you: 
Everything will be forgiven people, their sins and whatever blasphemies 
they may speak. 29But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” 30Jesus said this 
because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31Then his mother and his brothers arrived. While they were standing 
outside, they sent word to Jesus, calling for him. 32A crowd was sitting 
around him. They began to tell him, “Look, your mother and your brothers 
are outside looking for you.” 

33He replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34He looked at 
those who sat around him in a circle and he said, “Look, my mother and 
my brothers! 35For whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister 
and mother.”

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. 
All rights reserved.  www.wartburgproject.org


